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"And they cried, The Seord of the 
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David In Praise and Thanksgiving 


“Psalm 34:1-4: "I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall con- 


tinually be in my mouth. My soul 
the humble shall hear thereof, and 


shall make her boast in the Lord: 
be glad. O magnify the Lord with 


me, and let us exalt his name together. | sought the Lord and he heard 
me, and delivered me from all my fears." 


Psalm 103:1-5: "Bless the Lord, 


O my soul, and all that is within 


me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases; Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee 
with lovingkindness and tender mercies; Who satisfieth thy mouth 
with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's." 


Psalm 50:14, 15: "Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows 
unto the most High: and call upon me in the day of trouble: | will 


deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 


me.” 


“AND BE YE 
THANKFUL” 


COLOSSIANS 3:15 


Most of America will probably 
observe November 20th as Thanks- 
giving day. We believe that the 
readers of The Sword of the Lord 
will have about a full Thanksgiv- 
ing, with food and fellowship, and 
best of all, with hearts full and ov- 
erflowing with gratitude and praise 
to God for all His mercies. We 
should thank God that America 
still has plenty in the midst of a 
world of famine. We should thank 
God that Americans in the main 
have still not suffered the ravages 
of war, which have made destitute 
so many nations. We should be 
thankful that we have our liber- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


Pilate Before Jesus 


(Sermon preached Sunday morn-¢ 


ing, December 22, 1940, at Moody 
Memorial Church, Chicago. Sten- 
ographically reported.) 


Shall we turn now, please, to 
the nineteenth chapter of John’s 
gospel, and we read from the first 
verse through the sixteenth. 


“Then Pilate therefore took 
Jesus, and scourged him. 

“And the soldiers platted a 
crown of thorns, and put it on 
his head, and they put on him 
a purple robe, 
~ “And said, Hail, King of the 

' Jews! and they smote him 
with their hands. 

‘Pilate therefore went forth 
again, and saith unto them, 
Behold, I bring him forth to 
you, that ye may know that 
I find no fault in him. 

“Then came Jesus forth, 
wearing the crown of thorns, 
and the purple robe. And Pi- 
late saith unto them, Behold 
the man! 

“When the chief priests 
therefore and officers saw him, 
they cried out, saying, Cruci- 
fy him, crucify him. 

“Pilate saith unto them, 
Take ye him, and crucify him: 
for I find no fault in him. 

“The Jews answered him, 
We have a law, and by our 
law he ought to die, because 
he made himself the Son of 
God 


“When Pilate therefore 
heard that saying, he was the 
more afraid; 

“And went again into the . 
judgment hall, and saith unto 
Jesus, Whence art thou? But 
Jesus gave him no answer. 

“Then saith Pilate unto him, 
Speakest thou not unto me? 
knowest thou not that I have 
power to crucify thee, and 
have power to release thee? 

“Jesus answered, Thou 
couldest have no power at all 
against me, except it were 
‘given thee from above: there- 
fore he that delivered me un- 
to thee hath the greater sin. 

“And from thenceforth Pi- 
late sought to release him: 
but the Jews cried out, saying, 
If thou let this man go, thou 
art not Cesar’s friend: whoso- 
ever maketh himself a king 
speaketh against Cesar. 

“When Pilate therefore 
heard that saying, he brought 
Jesus forth, and sat down in 
the judgment seat in a iat 
that is called the Pavement, 


By Dr. H. A. IRONSIDE 


Dr. H. A. IRONSIDE 


but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 

“And it was the preparation 
of the passover, and about the 
sixth hour: and he saith unto 
the Jews, Behold your King! 

“But they cried out, Away 
with him, away with him, cru- 
cify him. Pilate saith unto 
them, Shall I crucify your 
King? The chief priests an- 
swered, We have no king but 
Cesar. 

“Then delivered he him 
therefore unto them to be cru- 
cified. And they took Jesus, 
and Ied him away.” 

I had a little question in my 
mind when I was looking forward 
to this service as to whether I 
should continue this morning the 
exposition in the gospel of John 
or whether I should turn aside to 
some other portion dealing partic- 
ularly with the great theme of the 
incarnation. But inasmuch as last 
Lord’s day morning we had before 
us the first half of this scene, 
Christ before Pilate, and now in 
this portion we have the second 
half, Pilate before Christ, it 
seemed to me it was but suitable 
that we should go right on with 
the exposition, for after all it is 
well in these days when so many 
people’s minds are being direc <a 
to Bethlehem, and rightly so,’ that 


Bethlehem was but the prelude to 
Calvary. Apart from Calvary, 
Bethlehem is meaningless. Apart 


fupon the cross, His incarnation}, 
could mean nothing. to poor sin- 


that there are mytieds- of Peon 
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men should also remember that+to submit to the most ignominious 


from Christ’s propitiatory work: 


ners. And it is a lamentable fact 


today who profess to rejoice in the 
birth of Christ who have never 
trusted Him as the one Who died 
for our sins upon the cross. And 
so I believe it is well that men’s 
hearts should be challenged today 
as to what their real attitude is 
toward Him Whom they remem- 
ber at Christmas time. 

Now in this section, I say, we 
have Pilate before Christ. In the 
previous chapter we had the Lord 
Jesus dragged before Pilate’s judg- 
ment bar, But the trial: was prac- 
tically over when the judge him- 
self went out to the people and 
said, “After careful examination, 
and after hearing all of their 
charges, I find in him no fault at 
all.”” That was really a sentence of 
acquittal. Jesus had been tried and 
found innocent of the charges 
brought against Him, and accord- 
ing to all righteousness, Pilate 
should then have dismissed the 
case, and Jesus should have gone 
out free. But we know that in the 
purpose of God it had been settled 
from eternity that He Who was 
born at Bethlehem was to die upon 
the cross to make propitiation for 
our sins. And God, therefore, so 
overruled and so permitted things 
that the mock trial should still 
go on. 

But in the second part of it 
things were reversed. It was no 
longer Christ on trial, but it was 
now Pilate on trial. What about 
this Roman judge? What is his 
attitude? What is God’s thought 
of him? What does this scene re- 
veal concerning him ? 

Well, in the first place, it re- 
veals Pilate as a weakling who 
knew what was right and did it 
not. He knew he should have freed 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He knew 
after investigating and pronounc- 
ing Him innocent that he should 
have ended the case right there. 
But he did not act upon his own 
deepest convictions because he was 
not true to his own conscience. We 
may see in the first five verses 
how he stifled the voice of con- 
science. Weare told that ‘Pilate 
therefore took Jesus and sourged 
him.” Why should he _ scourge 
Him? He has just declared a 
innocent, and yet he permits Him 


y 


punishment that involves terrible 
physical suffering. For that Rom- 
an scourge was made of a number 
of thongs in which were set every 
ew inches sharp pieces of metal, 
that when the scourge was 
Brought down upon the bare back 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


WHY PRAY? 


|. Because God Insistently Commands It in’ the Bible. 
Il. Because Prayer is God's Appointed Way for Christians to Get 


things. 


Ii. Because Prayer Is God's Way for Christians to Have Fulness of Joy. 
IY. Because Prayer Is the Way Out of All Trouble, the Cure for All 


Worry and Anxious Care. 


V. Because Answered Prayer Is the Only Unanswerable Argument 
Against Skepticism, Unbelief, Modernism and Infidelity. 


Vi. Because Prayer Is the Only Way to Have the Power of the Holy 


Spirit for God's Work. 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


There are most compelling rea- 
sons why everybody ought to pray; 
why prayer ought to be the most 
regular and continual thing in our 
lives. Jesus said that men ought 
to pray. Here we will give some 
of the best reasons why people 
should pray. 


|. Because God Insistently Com- 
mands It in the Bible 


The first good reason for doing 
anything is that God has com- 
manded it. And God has com- 
manded us to pray. Throughout 
the Bible are Scriptures with the 
imperative command to pray. 

1. “And he spake a parable unto 
them to this end, that men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint” 
(Luke 18:1). This is a statement, 
not that some men should pray, 
but that men, mankind, every- 
where and in all times, should 
pray. It is an impelling duty which 
Jésus taught. ° 

2. “Pray without ceasing” (I 
Thess. 5:17). Here is a command 
without any modification by the 
context. As long as men in any 
country, in any language, read the 
Bible, they will read this plain 
command to pray without ceasing. 
Not only ought we to pray; we 
ought to pray all the time! Prayer 
Should be the continual turning of 
our hearts to God about every- 
thing we need and everything we 
want until the subconscious mind 
is continually in touch with God. 
As a mother in her sleep listens 
for the cry of her baby, so a Chris- 
tian’s heart can be attuned to God 
while he is absorbed in daily du- 
ties or even when he sleeps! 


3. “Be careful for nothing; but 
in every thing by prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto 
God” (Phil. 4:6). A Christian is 
to pray literally about everything. 


4. “I exhort therefore, that, first 
of all, supplication, prayers, inter- 
cessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men” (I Tim. 2:1). 
We are commanded to pray not 
only at all times, but for all men. 
Prayer, then, should enter into ev- 
ery thought of our lives and we 
should pray for every person that 
we meet, or have any contact with, 
or think of. How much difference 
would our relations and dealings 
be if we prayed for all men! 

5. “Praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in. the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and suppli- 
cation for all saints; and for me” 
(Eph, 6:18,19). This passage clos- 
es the familiar description of the 
armour of a Christian, and the 
final word about how to be strong 
in the Lord is this command that 
we are to pray always with all 
prayer, with all perseverance for 
all the saints. Notice how many 
alls there are, And as the Chris- 
tians at Ephesus were command- 
ed to pray for Paul, so it is im- 


all the ministers particularly, as 


well as “all saints.” 


6. “Watch and pray, that ye en- 
ter not into temptation” (Matt. 
26:41). This command of our Sav- 
iour to the apostles is repeated in 
Mark 14:38, Luke 22:40, and in 
Luke 22:46. But since we are to 
“observe all things whatsoever” Je- 
sus commanded the apostles (Matt. 
28:20), then, we, too, are to watch 
and pray lest we enter into temp- 
tation. | 
Beside the above general com- 
mands for Christians to pray all 
the time, for all people and about 
everything, there are many other 
commands to pray for specific mat- 
ters. Many times Paul, in his epis- 
tles, by divine inspiration, com- 
manded the readers to pray for 
him (Col. 4:3; I Thess. 5:25; II- 
Thess. 3:1; Heb. 13:18 as well as 
Eph. 6:19). 

Prayer, then, is a duty express- 
ly commanded for every Christian, 
all the time, and about everybody 
and ¢verything. Not to pray is a 
sin, the sin of disobedience to the 
plain and often repeated command 
of God! Lack of prayer is a sin. 
Doubtless all of our sins and mis- 
takes and failures are prayer-sins, 
prayer-mistakes, and prayer-fail- 
ures. Samuel said to the people of 
Israel, “God forbid that I should 
sin against the Lord in ceasing 
to pray for you” (I Sam. 12:23). 
Christians ought to pray because 
it is so strictly commanded in the 
Bible. 


Il. Because Prayer Is God's Ap- 
' pointed Way for Christians 
To Get Things 


The outside, unbelieving world 
expects to get things by work or 
by planning or by scheming or by 
accident; but God’s children are 
taught that they are to get things 
by asking and that the reason we 
do not have is because we do not 
ask. 

James 4:2 says, ‘“‘Ye lust, and 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


have not: ye kill, and desire to 
have, and cannot obtain ye fight 
and war, yet ye have not, because 
ye ask not.” “Ye have not because 
ye ask not!” Fighting, warring, 
struggling and scheming — these 
are not God’s ways for a Christian 
to get things. We are to get by 
asking. And the reason we have 
not is not “because ye work not,” 
nor is it “because ye plan not.” No, 
it is because ‘‘ye ask not.” Asking 
is God’s way for a Christian to 
get things! 

You may say that the way for 
a farmer to grow a crop is to 


break his ground, sow his seed, 


plow out the weeds; in other words 
that the way to have a crop woud 
be by diligent and intelligent work. 
But I have seen farmers who 
worked hard and intelligently, and 
then there was no rain and they 
made no crop! Or storms beat 
down the wheat before it could be 
harvested, or boll weevils and pink 
boll worms ruined the cotton. So 
human wisdom and human toil 
cannot be relied upon. No, a Chris- 
tian is not to depend upon his own 
toil nor his own planning but to 
ask of God. To the farmer God’s. 
Word says, “Ye have not because 
ye ask not.” Asking, or in other 


_ words, prayer is God’s way for a 


farmer to succeed. 


An unemployed man may think 
the way to get a job is to make 
the rounds of all the employment 
agencies, to take special training 
for his job, or to get recommenda- 
tions by men in high places in 
business. But I have known men 
to tramp the weary rounds day 
after ‘day, making applications on- 
ly to hear always the same story, 
“We have all the men we can use,”’ 
or “too old,” or “We only hire men 


with special training which you 


do not have,” or “We will put you 
on our waiting list.” I say that hu- 
man efforts to get a job often fail. 
But, thank God, a Christian has 
other resources; he can pray and 
get a job from God! Let us add 
one explanatory word to the Scrip- 
ture without changing its meaning 
at all, and God says, “Ye have not 
a job because ye ask not for one.” 
Asking is the way to get a job. 

In Jackson, Michigan, in 1940 
as I preached on prayer, I felt sud- 
denly impressed to speak to a 
young man on the second seat. 
Pointing my finger to him public- 
ly, I said, “Have you got a job?” 
He replied that he did not have. 

“If God would give you a job, 
would you really serve Him with 
all your heart?’ I asked. — 

He responded, “Yes, I would! 
And I sure need one.” 


“Then you go to God tonight and 
ask Him for a job and I will pray 
with you about it,” I said. “You 
say to God, ‘Lord, if there is any- 
thing in my life that displeases 
you, if You will show me, I will 
confess and forsake it. If there is 
anything wrong with this request 
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ance about this matter and I will 
pray with you.” 


The services closed and I re- 
turned to my home in Wheaton. 
The next week there came a won- 
derful letter from this young man, 
telling how he had gotten just the 
job he had asked for, in the plant 
and in the department and under 
the boss which he had specified in 
his request to God. With overfiow- 
ing heart he said, “I wish I could 
tell everybody that the way to get 
what they need is to ask God for 
ir" 


“Give us this day our daily bread” 
(Matt. 6:11). The way to get daily 
bread is to ask God for it. 


This does not mean that God 
wants a Christian to loaf. In fact, 
the right kind of praying will make 
a Christian willing to work or to 
do anything God leads him to do. 
But it certainly does mean that 


work, but rather, we should de- 
pend upon God to give us the re- 
sults.in answer to prayer. 


We must remember that God 
can use means. God can use med- 
icines and doctors to heal the sick. 
Luke was “the beloved physician”’ 
(Col. 4:14). Timothy was com- 
manded to ‘use a littl wine 
(grapejuice) for thy stomach’s 
sake” (I Tim. 5:23). King Heze- 
kiah was healed when Isaiah com- 
manded to place a lump of figs on 
the boil, which was about to. kill 
him (Isa. 38:21). God can use 
means and He may answer our 
prayers by using human means. 
He may use an employment agen- 
cy to give us a job by our diligent 
application and seeking. He may 
use our hard work on the farm 
to make a crop. Certain it is that 
when God takes charge, He can 
bring the results out of our poor 
labors. But remember this, that 
God does not always use human 
means. Sometimes through ways 
utterly unexpected and without 
human instrumentalities, God 
chooses to. work His will in an- 
swer to prayer. God can heal the 


i} sick without medicine and some- 


times He delights to do it that way 
in answer to prayer. God can give 
jobs where you do not have an 
application in: God can send mon- 


‘}ey that you didn’t earn. How well 


I know, thank God, from blessed 
experiences that this is true! But 
the point is that whether God uses 
well known means or does it by 
ways utterly unexpected, or even 
by. ways impossible with men, still 
it is God who gives what we need. 
And the way for us to get what we 
need is to ask for it. Praying is 
God’s appointed way for a Chris- 
tian to have what he needs, and 
what he wants; Every other way 
may fail. “Ye lust, and have not: 
ye kill, and desire to have, and 
cannot obtain: ye fight and war, 
yet ye have not, because ye ask 
not,” 


Suppose there are two men in 


conversation, one a lost man, the 
other a saved man, a child of God. 


The Saviour taught us to pray, |. 


we should not depend upon our 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


His coffers are full—He has riches 
untold.” 


The God who notes the fall of 
every sparrow, Who has clothed 
the lilies of the field in raiment 
more gorgeous than Solomon’s, 
Who counts all the hairs in the 
heads of His beloved children for 
whom Christ died, that heavenly 
Father has appointed that His 
children get things by prayer. “Ye 
have not because ye ask not.” 

Praying is God’s appointed way 
for Christians to get things. 


Jil. Because Prayer Is God's Way 
for Christians to Have Fullness 
of Joy 


_ Christians ought to be happy. 
Christians ought to have tne 
wants satisfied. Christians ought 
not to live defeated, unhappy lives, 
tormented by needs which can’t 
be met. So God has appointed that 
Christians can have fullness of joy 


all the time by having then: 


prayers answered. . 

In John 16:24 Jesus said, ‘‘Hith- 
erto have ye asked nothing in my 
name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full.” 

Imagine, if you will, a child 
whose father loves him so much 
that he can come day by day anu 
ask his father for anything he 
needs, If the child in his ignor- 
ance asks for something that 
would cause him trouble and sor- 
row, the father very carefully ex- 
plains and teaches the child whai 
would be best, and then teaches 
him to ask for something far bet 
ter than that for which he hac 
intended to ask. Thus the child has 
every desire granted and lives in 
a blessed state of happiness anc 
joy because his father delights. to 
give him the desires of his heart. 

Or imagine a young wife, mar- 
ried to a-rich husband who so 
loves her and delights in her that 
he gives her everything for which 
she expresses a desire. Her life is 
filled with happiness because hel 
husband ‘loves her so much and 
gives her all the things-for which 
her heart craves. 

And that is what God wants tc 
do for His children, only He can 
do infinitely more. The father can- 
not change the heart attitude of 
his child, and so a rich father of- 
ten finds his son grow indolent and 
unprincipled, and the father’s 
wealth proves a curse to his son. 
But God can teach His children 
and lead them by the Holy Spirit 
to pray for the things that will 
bring fulness of joy and no curse. 
“The blessing of the Lord, it mak- 
eth rich, and he addeth no sorrow 
with it” (Prov. 10:22). 

And a young husband has many 
times spent thousands of dollars 
trying to make his wife happy; 
but he could not give health, nor 
he could not give the baby thai 
she desired, nor he could not give 
contentment of mind in the midst 
of the giddy round of social affairs. 
So no father and. ne husband can 
give fullness of joy. But thank God, 
that is just exactly what our heav- 


anything. And the remedy is, “In 
every thing by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto 
God.” A Christian is to pray thru 
about everything! and thus day by 
day he continually has his cares 
and worries dissolved away and 
his heart is left in perfect peace 
all the time! For God promises to 
those who bring everything to Him 
in prayer with supplication and 
thanksgiving that, ‘‘the peace of 
God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” 

Worry is a blighting sin. It is 
the very opposite of trust. Yet how 
many Christians are guilty of this 
sin. They lose their joy, they dwell 
in uncertainty, their lives are har- 
ried by burdens they ought never 
to carry and by fears they ought 
never to entertain. And the secret 
of ending worry and anxious care 
is to take things to God every day 
and pray through with prayer and 
supplication and thanksgiving. 

I Peter 5:7 has another way of 
stating the same command, “Cast- 
ing all your care upon him; for 
he careth for you.” And Psalm 55: 
22 says, “Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he shall sustain thee.” 
Every Christian ought to be 
marked by a calm, unworrieca 
frame of mind, a-deep settled 
geace of heart that the worldling 
san never attain and that the worlc 
{self can never give. Here is one 
xf the marks of a really success. 
‘ul, happy Christian, whose care: 
are all laid on the Lord Jesus. Ev- 
ery Christian ought to be able tc 
boast in the Lord as did David in 
Psalm 34:6, “This poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him, and saved 
him out of all-his troubles!” Have 
you. been delivered from all your 
troubles? Are you continually, day 
by day being delivered every time 
you need deliverance from trouble 
and worry and care? You CAN 
have this deliverance, this peace, 
this quietness, this freedom from 
worry. And the way to have it is 
to pray, to pray about everything. 
to pray through until you get the 
peace which God has promised, 
and then, free of all anxious care, 
daily end in thanksgiving! 

Dr. Walter Lewis Wilson, the be- 
loved physician-preacher, said that 
years ago he had a motto paint- 
ed and hung by his desk which 
said, “Why Pray When You Can 
Worry?” That expresses the atti- 
tude of heart of the average Chris- 
tian. He worries instead of prays. 
But prayer is the way to end wor- 
ries. Prayer is the way to constant 
peace under any circumstances, 
anywhere, 

Do not misunderstand me. I do 
not mean that a Christian will nev- 
er have trouble. But in the trouble 
he can have the sweetest peace all 
the time. I do not mean that a 
Christian will never be sick. But 
in the sickness he can have the ev- 
er-present nearness, consciously, of 


the Holy Spirit. I do not mean 


that a Christian will never have 
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any problems. But I mean that 
he can daily take those prob- 
lems to God and have them set- 
tled, without and fret, without any 
of the unrest that comes from un- 
belief. A Christian can take his 
burdens to the-Lord and leave 
them there day by day and have 
perfect peace. And the only way 
he can do this is by prayer, regu- 
lar prayer with supplication and 
thanksgiving about every problem. 

Are you burdened? Then pray 
your way out! 


“What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 


“O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry, 
Everything to God in prayer!’ 


A Christian can make such a 
habit of praying about every need; 
every burden, every fret, every 
care, every problem until he can 
obey the command of the Saviour 
to “Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
drink; nor yet for your body, what 
ye shall put on” (Matt. 6:25), and 
again, “Therefore take no thought, 
saying, What shall we eat, or, 
What shall we drink? or, Where- 
withal shall we be clothed?” (Matt. 
6:31). The heathen people seek af- 
ter these things, are worried and 
fretted by these problems, but the 
Christian has a beloved heavenly 
father to whom he can take all 
nis burdens and can seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, knowing that all these things 
shall be added unto him, as prom- 
ised in Matthew 6:33. And thus by 
daily praying through problems as 
they come, one can learn to “Take 
therefore no thought for the mor- 
row’ (Matt. 6:34), but have per- 
fect peace. 

Prayer is the way out of trou- 
ble, the way to do away with wor- 
ries and anxious care. Therefore 
let us pray! 


V. Because Answered Prayer Is the 

Only Unanswerable Argument 

Against Skepticism, Unbelief, Mod- 
ernism and Infidelity 


“Without faith it is impossible 
to please God” says Hebrews 11:6. 
And what is faith? “For he that 
cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that dilligently seek him.” 
Thus Hebrews 11:6 tells us that no 
one can come to God unless he 
believes that God answers prayer. 
And what is the answer, then, ‘to 
infidelity and atheism and modern- 
ism? How can we convince those 
who do not believe in our God? 
Why, by having. our prayers an- 
swered, by having such unmistak- 
able Answers to prayer as to prove 
that there is a prayer - answering 
and prayer-hearing God! The way 
to answer infidelity is to let God 
prove Himself by ansWering 
prayers.” 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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WHY PRAY? 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


Argument is sometimes neces- 
sary. The Bible proves Itself the 
Word of God. All nature declares 
there is a God. “The heavens de- 
clare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handy- 
work,” says Psalm 19:1. There are 
many, many evidences that there 
is a God who answers prayer. But 
the only absolutely unanswerable 
evidence is answered prayer itself. 
I can know there is a God who 
answers prayer if I see the an- 
swers to prayer so unmistakably 
that I cannot doubt. 

Thus at mount Carmel, Elijah 
gathered the people of Israel to- 
gether to prove to them that the 
Lord was the true God, and that 
the idol Baal. was no God who 
could see or hear or help. When 


the four hundred and fifty proph-| 42 


ets of Baal cried in vain to their 
God and he could not answer by 
fire from Heaven, Elijah built an 
altar, laid thereon the wood and 
the bullock, put no fire under, and 
poured over it twelve barrels of 
water and then he prayed that God 
would send fire from Heaven in 
the sight of all the people, to burn 
up.the sacrifice and prove that He 
was God. Elijah’s prayer was this, 
“Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
of Israel, let it be known this day 
that thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am thy.servant, and that I 
have done all these things at thy 
word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, 
that this people may know that 
thou art the Lord God, and that 
thou hast turned their heart back 
again.” (I Kings 18:36, 37). 

Analyze that prayer carefully 
and you will see it is a plea that 
God will prove Himself God by 
answering prayer. And when the 
answer should come it would not 
only prove God is the true God, 
but it would prove that Elijah was 
His servant, and that Elijah’s mes- 
sage was from God. 

And so the answer came. “Then 
the fire of the Lord fell and con- 
sumed the burnt-sacrifice and the 
wood, and the stones, and the dust, 
and licked up the water that was 
in the trench” (I Kings 18:38). 
And what was the result? What 
did this answer of prayer do to the 
infidelity of the people? Verse 39 
tellS us, ‘‘When all the people saw 
it, they fell on their faces: and 
they said, The Lord, he is the God; 
the Lord, he is the God!” A visible, 
definite answer of prayer, in a mo- 
ment of time, did away with all in- 
fidelity of the people and the whole 
nation fell on their faces, saying, 
‘“‘The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, 
he is the God!” We ought to pray, 
then, because God’s answer to 
prayer is proof that can put to 
rout all the modernism and unbe- 
lief. 

And until God’s people can have 
definite, remarkable, provable an- 
swers to prayer, then we had as 

“well expect that our young people 


will grow up doubting that there 
is a miracle-working, prayer-hear- 
ing and prayer-answering God. 
The remedy for unbelief is that 
God’s people shall. pray and have 
their prayers answered. 

All your argument against mod- 
ernism, against evolution, against 
atheism,~-will fall on deaf ears if 
along with your argument you 
cannot give some definite proof in 
answered prayer. If Christianity 
is the true religion, and if God be 
a miracle-working, prayer-hearing, 
prayer-answering God, then the 
unsaved world has a right to de- 
mand that we prove it by having 
our prayers answered. 


How doubts would flee away if 
we should begin to boldly, definite- 
ly pray and expect God to give 
concrete and specific answers to 
our prayers day by day! 

Notice the power of the argu- 
ment of Gideon in Judges 6:12 and 


“And the angel of the Lord ap- 
peared unto him, and said unto 
him, The Lord is with thee, thou 
mighty man of valour. And Gid- 
eon said unto him, Oh my Lord, 
if the Lord be with us, why then 
is all this befallen us? and where 
be all his miracles which our fa- 
thers told us of, saying, Did not 
the Lord bring us up from Egypt? 
but now the Lord hath forsaken 
us, and delivered us into the hands 
of the Midianites.” . 

With good reason Gideon an- 
swered back to the angel of the 
Lord and said, “If the Lord be with 
us, why is all this befallen us? and 
where be all his miracles which 
our fathers told us of; saying, Did 
not the Lord bring. us up from 
Egypt?” Gideon felt with reason 
that if God was with him, he must 
have the evidence that God would 
show Himself and prove Himself 
by answered, definite, concrete 
manifestations of His power, in 
answer to prayer. And God did 
not scorn the plea of Gideon. God 
did not say, as so many of our be- 
loved but powerless Bible teach- 
ers today say, that miracles are 
all for the past and not for the 
present, Rather, God was delight- 
ed that Gideon demanded evidence 
of His power. God showed the mir- 
acle of fire to consume the offering 
Gideon brought, He made the 
fleece first dry, and then wet, an- 
swering Gideon’s prayer. God is 
perfectly willing to prove that He 
is the prayer-hearing and the 
prayer-answering God. And that is 
the only real remedy for unbelief 
and ‘atheism. ~ 

In Egypt, after God had done 
for Moses what they could not do 
with all their enchantment, ‘‘Then 
the magicians said unto Pharaoh, 
this is the finger of God” (Exo. 
8:19). A definite answer to prayer 
convinced these godless, heathen 
magicians. 

God answered Daniel’s prayer 
and revealed to him the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar, then Nebuchad- 
nezzar was convinced and fell on 


his face and he said, “Of a truth 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


it is, that your God is a God of 
gods, and a Lord of kings, and a 
revealer of secrets, seeing thou 
couldest reveal this secret” (Dan. 
2:47). Later God revealed to Dan- 
iel the other dream of Nebuchad- 
nezzar (chapter 4), foretelling 
how the king would live as. a beast 
for seven years, ’and when the king 
recovered from his insanity and re- 
turned to his throne and glory, the 
Scriptures indicate that he was 
truly converted to God (Dan. 4: 
34-37). Answered prayer is a cure 
for unbelief. 


Acts 13:6-12 is the story of how 
Sergius Paulus, a deputy of the 
island of Cyprus, was wonderfully 
converted when he saw the answer 
to Paul’s prayer (the prayer is im- 
plied but not given), for the blind- 
ing of Elymas the sorcerer. Verse 
12 says, ‘“Then‘the deputy, when 
he saw what was done, believed, 
being astonished at the doctrine of 
the Lord,” 

We had as well face this ques- 
tion squarely. When the churches 
of our land again see the star- 
tling conversions of drunkards and 
harlots, with lives transformed, 
then sinners will come to church 
and will listen respectfully to the 
Word of God. And when God’s peo- 
ple pray for and get the healing 
of the sick, get rain when they 
need it, get jobs, get daily bread, 
get revivals, all in answer to 
prayer, then modernism and athe- 
ism will lose their hold on the 
minds of the mass of people in 
America and even the unconvert- 
ed will believe that there is a 
miracle- working God who answers 
prayer! 

We ought to pray and have our 
prayer answered as the definite, 
powerful antidote for unbelief, the 
only unanswerable argument 
against atheism and infidelity. 

It is not always God’s will to 
heal the sick. It was not always 
His will to heal the sick in Bible 
times. But He healed the sick of- 
ten enough to prove that He was 
the prayer-hearing God. God did 
not save every sinner under the 
ministry of Paul, and He will not 
Save every sinner under the min- 
istry of anybody else. But God was 
willing to save the most outra- 
geous sinners and in Bible times 
He did save them by wonderful 
stretched out hand in such fashion 
as to convince the gainsayers. And 
God will do the same today and 
prove His power the same today 
if we trust Him. 


Even in Bible times miracles 
were never a common thing, a 
plaything of the careless and a re- 
ward of the curious. No, no! Mir- 
acles in physical matters were al- 
Ways rare, and were given only 
as they could honor the Lord. But 
God gave faith for them often 
enough to prove that He is the 
miracle - working, prayer - hearing 
and prayer-answering God. And 
He will do the same today for 
those who diligently seek Him, 
and give Him a chance to prove 
Himself. . 


VI. We Should Pray Because Prayer 
ls-the Only Way to Have the 
Power of the Holy Spirit fo 

God's Work : 


As D. L. Moody well said, it is 
foolish and wicked to try to do 
God’s work without God’s power. 
But there is no way for Christians 
to have God’s power except by 
prayer. In Luke 11:13 is this plain 
promise, “If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto 
your children: how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him ?” Here the Lord is not speak- 
ing about the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit comes 
in the human body to dwell at 
conversion, Ever since Jesus Christ 
rose from the dead, breathed on 
the disciples and said, “Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost” (John 20:22), 
Christians have the Holy Spirit 
abiding in them. Every saved per- 
son has the Holy Spirit living in 
his body as a temple (see Rom. 
8:9; I Cor. 6:19, 20; II Cor. 6:16). 
But Jesus in Luke 11:13 meant 
that God will give the Holy Spirit 
in soul-winning power to those 
that ask Him. In the same passage 
He gives a parable of a.man who 
goes to a friend at midnight, say- 
ing unto him, “Friend, lend me 
three loaves; for a friend of mine 
in his journey is come to me, and 
I have nothing to set before him?” 
And Jesus said that this man, 
longing to have bread for a friend 


got it only by importunity. And so 


J esus teaches us here, a Christian 


nto Pl. + Bek Be 


who longs to have the bread of life 
for an unsaved friend, may get it 
by begging God for it. And then 
Jesus explains the point of the 
whole parable by this blessed 
promise, ‘How much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Ho- 
ly Spirit to them that ask him?” 
We may have bread for sinners 
if we beg God for it, and in no 
other way! “Importunity,” Jesus 
said, was the way a man got 
bread from a friend for another 
poor hungry friend (Luke 11:8). 

It has always been true that re- 
vivals came in answer to prayer. 
In II Chronicles 7:14 God promised 
a blessed revival: “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways....” The prophet 
Habakkuk prayed, “O Lord, revive 
thy work in the midst of the 
years.” He knew that revivals 
come in answer to prayer. But 
what is a revival? Is it not simply 
that God puts His power upon His 
ministers and upon His people, and 
the Holy Spirit of God does His 
work in blessing the saints and in 
convicting and saving sinners? So 
the secret of power .on preaching 
is in prayer. The secret of power 
on personal soul-winning effort is 
in prayer. The secret of revival is 
prayer. 

If any Christian longs to have 
personal, definite enduement of 
power, the power of the Holy Spir- 
it, then this is the way to have it. 
Let him seek God’s face in prayer 
with whatever confession and self- 
judgment and heart surrender is 
necessary as he waits on God, un- 
til the Spirit of God can fill him 
and use him. 

I want you to notice these Bible 
instances of where people prayed 
for the power of the Holy Spirit. 

1, Before Pentecost the disciples 
prayed, “And when they were 
come in, they went up into an up- 
per room, where abode both Peter, 
and James, and John, and Andrew, 
Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and 
Judas the brother of James. These 
all continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication, with the 
women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with his. brethren’’ 
(Acts 1:13, 14). Following this 
season of prayer and supplication 
the Holy Spirit fell on the disciples 
at Pentecost and three thousand 
people were saved and baptized. 

2. After Pentecost the disciples 
needed. again to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, so they prayed. Acts 
4:31 says, “And when they had 
prayed, the place was shaken 
Where they were assembled to- 
gether; and they weve all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and they 
spake the word of God with bold- 
ness!’”’ Please compare Acts 2:4 
and Acts 4:31. You will find that 
these nine words are in both verses 
exactly alike, “And they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost,’ They 
prayed before Pentecost and the 
power of the Holy Spirit came up- 
on them. They prayer after Pente- 
cost and the power of the Holy Spir- 
it came upon them. Prayer was nec- 
essary after Pentecost the same as 
before, and brought the same re- 
sults after Pentecost as before. 

3. At Samaria Philip preached 
and there were many truly con- 
verted. But the power of the Holy 
Spirit for witnessing and soul-win- 
ning did not come upon the con- 


verts until after prayer. Acts 8:. 


14,15 and 16 say: -- 

“Now when the apostles 
which were at Jerusalem heard 
that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent unto 
them Peter and John: 

“Who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them, that 
they might receive the Holy 
Ghost: ' 

“(For as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them: only they 
were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus.)” : 

Be sure to note the distinction 
the Scripture makes between the 
Holy Spirit being in a Christian, 
and the Holy Spirit ‘being on a 
Christian. In refers to the indwell- 
ing which these disciples already 
had, as every Christian has since 
the day Jesus rose from the dead. 
On means the power of the Holy 
Spirit coming upon a Christian for 
service. . 

Note that these people received 
the Holy Spirit, His power for 
service, after prayer! 

“4, Paul, the apostle, was filled 
with the Holy Spirit three days 


_after his conversion, and that in 


answer to prayer. Acts 9:3-6 tells 
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PAGE THREE 
how Saul was converted on the 
road to Damascus. He called Je- 
sus “Lord” and said, “What wilt 
thou have me to do?” But yet 
Paul went three days without eat- 
ing or drinking (vs. 9), in con- 
stant prayer (vs. 11). What was 
Paul praying for? The answer is 
given in Acts 9:17 which says, 
“And Ananias went his way, and 
entered into the house; and put- 
ting his hands on him said, Broth- 
er Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that 
appeared unto thee in the way as 
thou camest, hath sent me, that 
thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost.’ 
Paul was filled with the Holy 
Ghost after three days of fasting 
and prayer. Then he “straightway” 
began his preaching ministry in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

5. Paul and Barnabas were es- 
pecially filled with ‘the Holy, Spirit 
for their missionary journey in an- 
swer to prayer. In Acts 13:1-4 we 
have the story of a group who 
met in fasting and prayer until 


the Holy Spirit said, “Separate me 


Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them.” 
Then we are told, “And when they 
had fasted and prayed, and laid 
their hands on them, they sent 
them away. So they, being sent 
forth by the Holy Ghost, departed 
unto. Seleucia; and from thence 
they sailed to Cyprus.” And no 
wonder there were many marvels 
of souls saved by the working of 
the Holy Spirit through these peo- 
ple who had been filled with the 
Holy Spirit after fasting and 
prayer and waiting on God. 

The way for a Christian to have 
the power of God for His Service 
is to pray. 

6. It was Paul’s constant prayer 
for other Christians that they 
should be filled with the Holy Spir- 
it. In Ephesians 1:15-19 Paul men- 
tions his prayer for the Ephesian 
saints, that God “may give unto 
you the spirit of wisdom, and rev- 
elation in the knowledge of him 
....-And what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power....” That 
is a prayer that they might be 
filled with the Spirit and have His 
power. Again in Ephesians 3:14- 
19 the same object of prayer is 
mentioned again. “For this cause 
I bow my knees unto the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ...he 
would grant you...to be strength- 
ened with might by his Spirit.... 
that ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God.” Paul was praying 
for these Christians to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. His power 
comes in answer to prayer. : 

Prayer, unceasing supplication 
to God, was the secret of the pow- 
er that came at Pentecost and re- 
sulted in the saving of so many 
souls. Prayer, heart-broken, sin- 
confessing, penitent prayer, was 
the secret of power every time the 
saints of God had seasons of re- 
vivals and every time individuals 
were filled with the Spirit of God 
for His blessed service. We ought 
to pray, then, because prayer is 
God’s appointed way for us to have 
the power of the Holy Spirit to do 
His work... | 

And now in conclusion let us re- 
member these six reasons why we 
ought to pray. 1. It is commanded 
plainly of God that Christians 
ought to pray always about every- 
thing and about everybody, with 
all prayer and supplication. 2. 
Prayer is God’s appointed way. for 
Christians to get things. 3. Prayer 
is the way for Christians to have 
fulness of joy. 4. Prayer is God’s 
cure for worry, the way out of 
trouble and anxious care. 5. An- 
swered prayer is God’s way of 
stopping the mouths of unbeliev- 
ers, God’s unanswerable argument 
against infidelity. 6. Prayer is the 
way to have the power of the Holy 
Spirit for God’s blessed work. 
Therefore, beloved brethren, let us 
pray! Oh, how many and how 
weighty are the reasons that Chris- 
tians should pray! 
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Pilate Before Jesus 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


of the victim, the flesh was liter- 
ally strpped into ribbons and the 
blood poured forth. Why cause an 
innocent man, an admittedly inno- 
cent man, to submit to suffering 
like that? It was because rilaie 
wanted to appease the Jews. He 
wanted their tavor even though it 
meant that the Man whom he had 
pronounced innocent should have 
to suffer. On the other hand, he 
hoped that the accusers of Christ 


would be satisfied with this pun- 


ishment. 

The soldiers having carried out 
the scourging, platted a crown of 
thorns and put it on His head, and 
they put on Him a purple robe — 
some old discarded garment, and 
thus they decked Him up as a pre- 
tended king, and they said, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!” and they smote 
Him with their hands. How little 
they realized that though what 
they did was done in sport, the 
day would come when betore that 
Blessed One every knee should bow 
and every tongue confess that He 
is Lord of all, and when He will 
indeed be acclaimed as King of the 
Jews, as well as King of all the 
nations of the earth. k’or in God’s 
purpose it is declared that even- 
tually Jew and Gentile will recog- 


* nize in Him the One Who is King 


of kings and Lord of lords. 
“Pilate,’’ we are told, ‘‘therefore 
went forth again and saith unto 
them, Behold I bring him forth to 
you, that ye may know that I find 
no fault in him.” This reiterated 
the judgment already given.” Then 
came Jesus forth, wearing the 
crown: of thorns, and the purple 
robe. And Pilate saith unto them, 
Behold the man.” In his own con- 
science he knows that Christ 
should go free, but debates within 
himself what is to be done, how to 
placate these ruthless persecutors: 
And doubtless back of it all was 
the thought of the security of his 
own position. Pilate had done many 
things that had aroused the antag- 
onism of the Jews and there was 
always a party working against 
him to unseat him as governor of 
Judea. And so he presents Christ 
again and cries, “Behold the man.” 
One would have thought the sight 
of that patient, suffering one 
standing there with the thorny 
crown pressed on His brow and the 
purple robe on Him and with a 
reed in His hand and blood pouring 


down His face would have been. 


enough to soften the hardest heart 
and break down the strongest op- 
position. But there is that in the 
heart of the natural man that leads 
him to hate that which is holy, to 
hate perfect righteousness. ’ 

Many years ago at a great meet- 
ing of the Free Church of Scot- 
land, a. synodical meeting, one min- 
ister was asked to preach the syn- 
odical sermon on Sunday morning. 
He gave a marvelously beautiful 
discourse on the beauty of virtue, 
and wound up with a great per- 
oration in which he exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, 
my friends, if virtue incarnate 
could only appear on earth, men 
would be so ravished with her 
beauty they would fall down and 
worship her.’”’ People went out say- 
ing, “What a magnificent pulpit 
oration it was!” 

But on the night of the same 
Lord’s day, another minister stood 
in that pulpit and he preached 
Christ and Him _ crucified, and 
closed his sermon with these 
wu'ds: “My friends, Virtue Incar- 
nate has appeared on earth, and 
men instead of being ravished with 
His beauty and falling down and 
worshipping Him, cried out, ‘Away 
with Him! Crucify Him! crucify 
Him! We will not have this man 


,to reign over us!” That tells the 


wickedness of the natural heart— 
of your heart, of my heart—for 
those Jews that day were but rep- 
resentative. men. They were not 
different men to others. “There is 
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God.” But they told out the hatred 
of the natural man to the holiness 
of God. 

“When the chief priests there- 


fore and officers saw him, they, 


cried out, saying, Crucify him, cru- 


cify him. Pilate saith unto them, | 
Take ye him and crucify him: for | 
I find no fault in him.” Think of it! | right? Here is a man who all his 


For the third time this judge de- 


clares the innocence of the prison-; Christ and every recurring Christ- 


er who stood there before him, 


and yet he was himself utterly|of the Son given and the Child 


vacillating. Instead of standing for 
the innocent as justice should, he 
puts Him in the hands of His en- 
emies. 


have a law, and by our law he 
ought to die, because he made 
himself. the Son of God.” This is 
something it is well for us to re- 
member—they had no delusions re- 
garding the claims of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. They understood per- 
fectly by things He said that He 
meant men to know that He was 
indeed the Son of the living God. 
And because of that, they charged 
Him with blasphemy. If He had 
only meant that inasmuch as all 
men have been created by God, 
there is a certain sense in which 
all are His offspring, there would 
be no blasphemy in that according 
to their own standard. But they 
knew, they understood that He 
claimed equality with God, as the 
Son of the Father Who came.from 
Heaven and became incarnate here 
on earth, and they charged Him 
therefore with blasphemy against 
the unity of the Godhead. 


When Pilate therefore heard 
that saying, he was the more 
afraid.” We are told somewhere 
that the fear of man bringeth a 
snare, and this man, always poli- 
tic, always concerned as to what 
others might think and what oth- 
ers might do, and what effect it 
might have upon him, was more 
afraid ‘and went again into the 
judgment hall, and saith unto Je- 
sus, Whence art thou?” Was he 
now really concerned? A little 
while before he had asked the ques- 
tion, What is truth?” and did not 
even wait for an answer. Now 
when he hears the charge made, 
“He made himself the Son of God’ 
is he really a bit concerned? Is 
he saying in his heart, “Can it be 
that this strange man before me 
is more than man, that there is 
something supernatural about 
him?” Was he for the moment in 
earnest when he asked the ques- 
tion, “Whence art thou?” At any 
rate, there was no evidence of re- 
pentance, there was no evidence of 
self-judgment, no evidence of in- 
tegrity of heart. So Jesus gave him 
no answer. Had he been earnestly 
desirous of learning the truth, we 
may be absolutely certain Christ 
would have answered his question 
in such a way as to have made 
clear to him Who He really was. 
But Jesus never answers the cav- 
iller. He never attempts to explain 
to the man who is determined to 


refuse the truth. He does not at-| 
tempt to make clear the things | 


that are dark to those who have 
no desire to submit themselves to 
the will of God. He says, “If any 
man willeth to do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine; whether it 
be of God or whether I speak of 
myself.” He knew that Pilate did 
not will to do the will of God. 
And Pilate is nettled because Je- 
sus didn’t reply, because He stands 
there as predicted in Isaiah, chap- 
ter 53, where we reads“He was led 
as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a Sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth.” 


Then Pilate said unto Him, 


“Speakest thou. not unto me? 
knowest thou not that I have pow- 
er to crucify thee, and have power 
to release thee?” and in that he 
spoke his own condemnation. But 
Jesus answered. “Thou couldest 
have no authority at all against 
me, except it were given thee from 
above.” He recognized that the 


powers that be are ordained of 
God, and Pilate therefore was set 
in that position as governor to do 
‘the will of God, and to administer 
justice. “Thou couldest have no 
power at all against me except it 
were given thee from above: there- 
fore he that delivered me unto thee 


hath the greater sin.” There are, |der Glory to acclaim Him as King 
then, differences in guilt, and Je-| of kings and Lord of lords. Thou- 


sus is saying that the chief priests 
and Judas and those who had to 
do with delivering Jesus over to 
judgment before Pilate were the 


guiltier. “He that delivered me un-; early history, he died a suicide, 


~~ 


no difference, for all have sinned | 
and come short of the glory of | 


|iour, and yet the years go by and 
“The Jews answered him, We. 
tions. In what sense is he differ- 


ourselves the question — What is 
Yuy attitude toward the Lord Je-| 


‘him. And the chief priests, un- 


or Him. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


to thee hath the greater sin. And 
from thenceforth Pilate sought to 
release him.” But he seeks to re- 


lease Him in a way that will please 
the people. He is not ready to do| 
the thing that he knows is right 
because it is right. 

You and I need to face that' 
question — are we doing the thing 
that is right because we know it is 


life has known of the Lord Jesus 
mas time has reminded him afresh 
born, and he knows that he should 
open his heart to receive ‘that 
Christ as his own personal Sav- 
he does not act upon his convic- 
ent from Pilate, this vacillating 
man, this man who hadn’t the 


courage of his convictions, this 
man who knew he should clear Je- 


sus and yet eventually condemned | - 


Him to death? May we not ask 


sus Christ today? Have I received 
Him? Am I confessing Him as 
Saviour and Lord? The Scripture 
says: “If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” Have 
you confessed Him? “Whosoever 
confesses me,” He says, “before 
men, him will I confess also be- 
fore my Father which is in Heav- 
en.’”’ And He solemnly adds, ‘But 
whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will I also deny before 
my. Father which is in heaven.” 
Pilate denied Him, and Pilate 
has to face that for eternity. What 
is our attitude? What is your at- 
titude? Have you confessed Him? 
Will you today confess Him as 
your Saviour and your Lord? 


“From thenceforth Pilate sought 
to release him: but the Jews cried 
out, saying, If thou let this man 
go, thou art not Cesar’s friend: 
whosoever maketh himself a king 
speaketh against Cesar.” 


And were they such ardent ad- 
mirers of Cesar as their words 
would seem to imply? Not at all. 
They hated the very name of 
C%sar, and being under subjection 
to the Roman governor. They knew 
Pilate’s weak point. They knew he 
wanted to keep in favor with 
Cesar. “This man is a traitor in 
opposition to the Roman govern- 
ment. If you let this man go, you 
are not Cesar’s friend.” And 
‘when Pilate therefore heard that 
saying,” because he was a political 
opportunist rather than a consci- 
entious judge, “he brought Jesus 
forth, and sat down in the judg- 
ment seat in a place that is called 
the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, 
Gabbatha. And it was the prepara- 
tion of the passover, and about the 
sixth hour (that is, about 6 o’clock 
in the morning): and he saith unto 
the Jews, Behold your King! But 
they cried out, Away with him, 
away with him, crucify him.” Now 
ironically Pilate asks, “Shall I 
crucify your king?” as though he 
would insult them to their faces 
because deep in his heart he de- 
spises them as much as they hated 


thinkingly, almost for the moment, 
I am sure, put themselves on rec- 
ord, ‘‘We have no king but Cesar.”’ 
And, oh, what they have suffered 
under the Cesars all through the 
centuries since. John’s time, I 
might say in passing, is different 
from that in the three synoptics. 
The synoptics use Jewish time — 
John the Roman time. 

Thus Pilate’s last effort to save 
Jesus was ended. “Then delivered 
he him therefore unto them to be 
crucified.” Pilate has sold his soul 
for the approval of the world. Take 
care that you do not do the same. 
For Jesus Himself has asked 
“What shall it profit a man if he 
shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). 
“And they took Jesus and led him 
away.” And so we see Him going 
out to die, to die as the Lamb of 


God for our sins. But, oh, thank 
God, for the untold millions who | 
through the centuries since have’ 
found in Him a Saviour, have 
found in His death redemption; 
and in His blood cleansing from 
all sin. A great host have already 
been gathered about Him in yon- 


sands more on earth love and hon- 


But, alas! alas! Pilate is in the 
outside place. For if we can trust 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


ties as well as our luxuries. But 
most of all, we should thank God 
for salvation through Christ, for 
an open Bible, for the presence of 


which surrounds us every day. 
Thanksgiving is commanded. In- 
gratitude is q horrible sin. In Luke 
17:12-18 we have a wonderful sto- 
ry of the gratitude of one healed 
leper, the ingratitude of the nine 
and the grief of the Saviour that 
His mercy was so soon forgotten: 
“And as he entered into a 
certain village, there met him 
ten men that were lepers, 
which stood afar off: and they 
lifted up their voices, and said, 
Jesus, Master, have mercy on 
us. And when he saw them, he 
said unto them, Go shew your- 
selves unto the priests. And — 
it came to pass, that, as they 
went, they were cleansed. And 
one of them, when he saw that 
he was healed, turned back, 
and ‘with a loud voice glorified 
God. And fell down on his face 
at his feet, giving him thanks: 
and he was a Samaritan. And 
Jesus answering said, Were 
there not ten cleansed? but 
where are the nine? There are 
not found that returned to 
give glory to God, save this 
stranger.” 
In The Sword of the Lord office 
our hearts are made glad by let- 
ters every day which offer praise 
to God for the blessings readers 
have received through The Sword 
of the Lord. Since this work is 
carried on without a penny’s re- 
ward and the great expense of 
time and toil and money, the edi- 
tor feels that he has a perfect 
right to expect the heartfelt coop- 
eration of all who are blessed 
through The Sword of the Lord. 
This week there came a letter from 
Antigo, Wisconsin, in which a lady 
said, “HOW I PRAISE GOD THAT 
I CAN SEND ‘THE SWORD’ TO 
OTHERS. IT WAS OTHERS 
THAT SENT IT TO ME, PRAISE 
HIS‘HOLY NAME!” 


This dear saint was blessed thru 
The Sword of the Lord and sent 
subscriptions to others. That is 
happy but in the words of our Sav- 
iour, “Were there not ten cleansed? 
but where are the nine?” We know 
there are surely ten times as many 
others who have been blessed but 
never wrote to tell us so. For ev- 
ery one who sends in Subscriptions 
for friends, loved ones and Chris- 
tian workers, there are ten others 
who have been blessed but never 
wrote to tell us so. Sombody passed 
them a blessing but they never 
passed it on. 


The editor suggests that at this 
Thanksgiving season you prove 
your gratitude to God by sending 
in thousands of trial subscriptions 
to The Sword of the Lord, Mr. I. T. 
Reese of Roanoke, Virginia, has 
sent in $35.00 for 175 trial sub- 
scriptions to The Sword of the 


still rejecting the One Whom he 
had condemned to death that day 
in Jerusalem so long before. 

We are going to sing in closing 
hymn number 221. 

“Ten thousand times ten thousand 
In sparkling raiment bright, 
The armies of the ransomed saints 
Throng up the steeps of light. 

‘Tis finished, all is finished, 
Our fight with death and sin 
Fling open wide the Golden gates 
And let the victors in. 


We will stand and sing this en- 
tire hymn, and while we are sing- 
ing, I wonder if there are not'some 
here today to whom we have spok- 
en and God also has spoken, and 
you feel you ought to close with 
Christ. Like Pilate’ you have vac- 
illated, like Pilate you have been 
untrue to your conscience. You 
have loved the praises of men 
more than the praise*of God. But 
now at this Christmas time when 
the name of Jesus is on so many 
lips, God by. His Spirit is speak- 
ing to you to come and He is ask- 
ing you if you want to fling open 
wide the door of your heart and let 
the Saviour in? Won’t you do it, 
won’t you respond to Him? Per- 
haps you have already done it. 
If you have, won’t you make your 
public confession of your faith? 
If you are not yet clear that you 
are saved, come forward any way 
and somebody will be glad to speak 
with you. Whether you have trust- 
ed Him we invite you to come 
forward and pass into the inquiry 


‘And Be Ye Thankful’ 


room while we stand and sing 221. 
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The Secret of Daily 
Victory Over Sin 


BY Dr. R. A. TORREY 


God offers Jesus to us as our de- | 
liverer from the power of sin. Je- 


the Holy Spirit and God’s love /'gys not only died, He rose again. 


Today He is a living Saviour. He 
has all.power in heaven and on 
earth (Matt. 28:18). He has power 
to keep the weakest sinner from 
falling (Jude 24). He is able to 
save not only from the uttermost 
but “to the uttermost” all that 
come unto the Father through 
Him. (Wherefore He is able to 
save to the uttermost them that 
draw near unto God through Him, 
seeing that He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them (Heb. 7:25, 
R. V.) “If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free in- 
deed” (John 8:36). To receive Je- 
sus is to believe this that God tells 
us in His Word about Him, to be- 
lieve that He did rise from the 
dead, to believe that He does now 
live, to believe that He has power 
to keep us from falling, to believe 
that He has power to keep us from 
the power of sin day by day, and 
just trust Him to do it. 


This is the secret of daily vic- 
tory over sin. If we try to fight 
sin in our own strength, we are 
bound to fail. If we just look up 
to the risen Christ to keep us ev- 
ery day and every hour, He will 
keep us. Through. the crucified 
Christ we get deliverance from the 
guilt of sin, our sins are all blot- 
ted out, we are free from all con- 
demnation; but it is through the 
risen Christ that we get daily vic- 
tory over the power of sin. Some 
receive Christ as a sin-bearer and 
thus find pardon, but do not get 
beyond that, and so their life is 
one of daily failure. Others: receive 
Him as their risen Saviour also, 
and thus enter into an experience 
of victory over sin. To begin right 
we must take Him not only as our 
sin-bearer, and thus find pardon; 
but we must also take Him as our 
risen Saviour, our..Deliverer from 
the power of sin, our Keeper, and 
thus find daily victory over sin. 

(From the book How to Succeed 
in the Christian Life. published by 
Fleming H. Revell Company.) 


Lord. Where are other brothers 
who will match that for Jesus’ 
sake? Why not, in gratitude to 
God for His mercies, send The 
Sword of the Lord to every family 
on your church roll? How the 
whole life of the church will be en- 
riched! How Christians will grow 
in grace! How young people will be- 
come interested in the things of 
God! How soul winning fires will 
be kindled! Are there not among 
readers of The Sword of the Lord 
men and women of vision and of 
gratitude to God who, for His 
name’s sake, will do such a work 
as this? I beg you, give every ear- 
nest Christian you know a chance 
to get acquainted with The Sword 
of the Lord. Let every sound min- 
ister you know, every earnest Sun- 
day School teacher, every one who 
wants to win souls, have a seven- 
teen week trial subscription to The 
Sword of the Lord while you can 
send such trial subscriptions at 25c 
each or five such trial subscrip- 
tions for $1.00. $5.00 will serid The 


‘Sword of the Lord to twenty-five 


homes for seventeen weeks, $10.00 
will send it to fifty homes for sev- 
enteen weeks. $25.00 will send it 
to 125 homes for seventeen weeks. 


This is no ordinary paper. What 

other paper do you know that car- 
ries full length evangelistic ser- 
mons by America’s greatest soul 
winners such as this blessed mes- 
sage by Dr. H. A. Ironside in this 
issue, or that by Evan. Charles E. 
Fuller two weeks ago? Or what 
other Christian paper or magazine, 
sound in faith, regularly reports 
souls saved through its pages? 
. We thank God for those who 
help, those who are grateful, those 
who offer thanks and help pass 
on the blessing to others. Thank 
God for the one who returned to 
give thanks, but where are the 
nine? Where are the thousands of 
others who receive but do not give, 
who were blessed themselves bu 
do not bless others? . | 

Let Thanksgiving be a time of 
soul blessing for yourself, but 
make sure that in real gratitude 


to God you pass on blessings to 
also. —~ 


others also. 

“Giving thanks always for all 
things unto God and the Father 
in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Eph. 5:20). 
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